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Trade Policies and Practices by Measure

TRADE POLICIESAND PRACTICESBY MEASURE
(1) OVERVIEW

1. Suriname's trade regime is undergoing a major transition, reflecting the gradual abandonment of inward-looking policies in
favour of a greater integration in the world economy. Since the mid 1990s Suriname has been gradually abolishing or reforming various
trade instruments, resulting in an increasingly open trade regime. Between 1994 and 2003, Suriname reduced sharply its average
applied MFN tariff, from around 35% to some 11%; however, this average increases to around 13% if account is taken of two fees
levied exclusively on imports. Tariff protection for agricultural products is almost twice as high as protection afforded to other products.
As a member of CARICOM since 1995, Suriname applies CARICOM’s common external tariff and grants duty-free access to all imports
originating in CARICOM.

2. Suriname has natified to the WTO its legislation on customs valuation, which follows the WTO Agreement on Implementation
of Article VII of the GATT 1994. Reference prices are used to identify possible cases of under-valuation, which appears to be common
practice in Suriname. Importers and exporters no longer have to apply for a business licence in order to operate as such.

3. Suriname has taken major steps to eliminate non-tariff barriers to trade. Until 1999, an opaque, highly discretionary, non-
automatic licensing system was in place, which applied to all imports (and exports) and was used to ration foreign exchange and shield
domestic producers from external competition. Since then, all imports and exports except those contained in a negative list are free
from non-tariff restrictions. An automatic registration requirement for imports and exports not contained in the negative list is
maintained for data collection purposes. Overall, the further streamlining of customs procedures seems feasible, and would reduce
transaction costs.

4, All exports are subject to two fees amounting to 0.6% of their value, except in the case of bauxite, for which the fees are 2.1%.
Suriname maintains export taxes on raw and roughly-processed timber. Exporters of mineral-related products, including petroleum and
alumina, must surrender their foreign exchange proceeds to the Central Bank. Given that they must do so at an exchange rate lower
than the rate used by commercial banks, the surrender requirements can be considered the equivalent of export taxes. In an effort to
promote investment, Suriname maintains duty and other tax exemptions for a wide variety of imports, including raw materials, semi-
manufactured goods, and packing materials used as inputs in certain sectors, regardless of whether the goods thus produced are
exported or consumed domestically. The revenue forgone as a result of this exemption scheme, and its distortive effect could be
significant.

5. Suriname has never made use of contingency measures to protect domestic producers. Although its Law on the Movement of
Goods refers to the adoption of anti-dumping and safeguard measures, regulations specifying the conditions and procedures for the
introduction of such measures have not yet been enacted. Efforts are being made to update the legal framework and strengthen
institutional capacity in the areas of technical barriers to trade and standards and phytosanitary measures. The lack of WTO
notifications in both areas, however, has undermined transparency.

6. There are a number of monopolies in Suriname, including some in the public sector. For this reason, Suriname might reap
important benefits from the initiative aimed at establishing a CARICOM competition policy framework. Price and mark-up controls are
in force for some basic goods and services. State participation in the economy is widespread, and progress in privatization has been
scant. Suriname is not a signatory to the WTO Plurilateral Agreement on Government Procurement. The main law in this area requires
the use of open tendering procedures in the acquisition of works, supplies, and transport services by Government agencies; exceptions
to this rule are allowed if the President determines that it is in the country's general interest.

7. The authorities indicate that the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights has not yet been
implemented in domestic legislation, but that new legislation pertaining to industrial property is awaiting the approval of Suriname’s
National Assembly (as at April 2004).



2 MEASURES DIRECTLY AFFECTING IMPORTS
@) Procedures

8. The Customs Regulations of 1908, last amended in 1995, govern customs procedures in Suriname. In April 2004, new
customs legislation was under preparation. The authorities indicate that, in contrast to the current Regulations, the new legislation
would be based on the International Convention on the Simplification and Harmonization of Customs Procedures (Kyoto Convention),
and would incorporate the revisions made to the Kyoto Convention in 1999. The Ministry of Finance, through its Directorate of Taxes,
is responsible for formulating customs policy in Suriname. The Inspectorate of Customs and Excise, also attached to the Ministry of
Finance, is responsible for executing that policy.

9. The involvement of a customs agent for carrying out customs procedures is optional in Suriname. Anyone wishing to import
goods for commercial purposes, however, must be registered with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Suriname (KKF).
Registration is automatic upon request. To register, importers must submit to the KKF two passport photos, a birth certificate, and a
declaration of Surinamese nationality, or permanent residency permit in the case of foreign importers.1 Importers must also obtain a
registration number from the Inspectorate of Customs and Excise, for which they must submit a copy of their registration with the KKF
and their tax identification number issued by the Directorate of Taxes of the Ministry of Finance.

10. Importers (and exporters) had to apply to the Department of Business Licences of the Ministry of Trade and Industry for a
business licence, pursuant to the Decree regarding Businesses and Professions Subject to Licensing of 1981 (section (4)(i)). Licences
were valid for three years. Although the legal requirement on importers (and exporters) to obtain a business licence to operate remains
in effect, the authorities noted that in practice business licences for importers and exporters are no longer required.

11. To clear goods through customs, importers need to fill in and sign the international trade transaction form for goods and
services (IT form) and the single administrative document (ED form). The IT form specifies the method and total amount of payment for
the imported goods. In the context of this Review, the authorities noted that this form is used by the Central Bank for statistical
purposes. All payments related to trade transactions must be made through a commercial bank established in Suriname. Importers
need to have completed the IT form before they can instruct their commercial bank to make payment for the imports. The bank
processing the payment records a transaction number on the IT form and sends one copy to the Central Bank. According to the
Foreign Exchange Commission, the IT form allows the Central Bank to oversee international transfers of payments and adjust its
monetary policy to on-going developments.2

12. The importer must submit the remaining three copies of the IT form to the Inspectorate of Customs and Excise, together with
the single administrative document (ED form), the commercial invoice, bill of lading or airway bill, and the packing list. There is no
mechanism in place to submit the customs documentation electronically. Before submitting the ED form to the Inspectorate of Customs
and Excise, importers must have the form stamped at the Ministry of Trade and Industry in Paramaribo (section (vi)).

13. The information that must appear on the ED form includes: name and address of the importer, consignor and consignee;
requested customs regime; port of entry; transport document number; country of consignment and origin; mode of transport; name,
number, and place of registration of the vehicle, vessel or aircraft used to transport the goods; number and type of packages containing
the goods; terms of delivery of the goods; description of the goods, including their net mass and tariff classification; f.o.b. value and
duty base; and applicable duties and taxes. The importer must also include on the ED form the name of the local bank through which
payment for the goods was made, the method of payment, and the number issued by the bank handling the payment.

14. For goods that appear on the 'negative’ list, importers must also submit form H-03 (section (vi)). Goods that enter Suriname
under CARICOM's free-trade regime must be accompanied by a certificate of origin and a CARICOM invoice.

15. Surinamese customs offices are equipped with version 2.7 of the Automated System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA), an
automated customs management system developed by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. Customs
authorities examine the ED form and enter the information into the system, which issues a unique registration number for each ED
form. This registration number is recorded on the IT form, one copy of which is sent by the customs authorities to the Central Bank.
After verification of the ED form, an assessment of taxes due is issued. With this assessment, the importer proceeds to the Collector to
pay the import duties and other taxes due.

16. According to the authorities, the decision to conduct a physical inspection of the merchandise is based on several criteria,
including the amount of the customs duties and the previous experience of the Inspectorate of Customs and Excise with the importing
company. The authorities also indicate that some 13% of imports are inspected, either before or after payment of duties. If the physical
inspection reveals inconsistencies with the import documentation, the importer is required to pay any additional duties or taxes and may
be fined or imprisoned.?

17. The authorities indicate that goods normally clear customs within three days.

! Suriname Chamber of Commerce and Industry (2003).
2 Foreign Exchange Commission (1999).
3 Article 60 of the Tariff Import Duties Law.



18. Decisions by customs officials can be appealed, first to the Head of the Inspectorate of Customs and Excise and then to the
Director of Taxes. The law establishes an appellate body for the review of customs-related disputes. However, according to the
authorities, this mechanism is not operational (as at April 2004). Customs-related disputes can also be brought before the national
courts.

19. Suriname is not a member of the World Customs Organization.
(i) Customs valuation
20. Suriname's legislation on customs valuation is contained in the Tariff Import Duties Law, which was notified to the WTO on 27

January 1999.* Suriname did not invoke any of the provisions contained in the Agreement on Implementation of Article VII of the GATT
1994 (Customs Valuation Agreement) regarding special and differential treatment. It has not responded to the WTO checklist of issues
on customs valuation.”

21. The value used for duty purposes is the c.i.f. value of imports, which must be based on the transaction value. When the
transaction value cannot be used as a basis for customs valuation, the Law lays down five alternative valuation methods, which must
be used in the order prescribed by the Customs Valuation Agreement.

22. The customs authorities indicated that they were faced with apparently under-valued imports on a recurrent basis: under-
invoicing commonly takes place with respect to imported cars and alcoholic beverages. Action undertaken in response to under-
invoicing consists of fines or imprisonment.

23. The Tariff Import Duties Law explicitly prohibits the use of minimum values to determine customs value. To identify possible
cases of under-valuation, the Inspectorate of Customs and Excise uses reference prices, determined on the basis of the prices of past
shipments of identical or similar goods. According to the authorities, if the declared value falls below the reference price, a guarantee
from the importer is required for the shipment to clear customs, usually in the form of a bond. Reference prices are not published.

24. For valuation purposes, customs authorities must use the Customs exchange rates published by the Central Bank every two
weeks. The Central Bank publishes exchange rates for 21 currencies. The U.S. dollar exchange rate published in April 2004
amounted to Su$2.80 per US$1, which is the ceiling rate established by the Central Bank for foreign exchange transactions by
commercial banks (Chapter 1(2)(iii)).

25. When determining the value of imported carrier media such as integrated circuits and semiconductors bearing data or
instructions for use in data processing equipment, customs authorities must base their value on the cost of the carrier medium involved,
and not the cost of the data or instructions themselves, "provided that the cost or this value [of the data or instructions] are distinguished
from the cost or the value of the carrier medium involved".°

26. In the context of this Review the authorities indicated that, although the relevant statutes have not been abolished, Suriname
ceased to apply preshipment inspection in the early 1990s. The Decree on the Control of Imports of 1981 prohibits the importation of
goods into Suriname unless a clean report of findings is issued with respect to such goods prior to their shipment. The decree
designates the Société Générale de Surveillance as the agency responsible for verifying whether the quantity and quality of goods to be
imported are in conformity with the sales contract and whether their price is acceptable. Suriname notified this Decree under Article 5
of the Agreement on Preshipment Inspection.7

(iii) Tariffs and other charges

(@) MFN tariff levels and structure

27. In 2002, around 17% of the Government's current revenue was derived from customs duties.

28. Suriname's tariff schedule is annexed to the Tariffs Import Duties Law of 1996. The Ministry of Finance, acting jointly with the

Ministry of Trade and Industry, can decide to modify tariffs, but all tariff changes require the assent of the National Assembly. Suriname
grants at least most-favoured-nation treatment to all its trading partners.

29. On joining CARICOM in 1995, Suriname introduced a nomenclature for the classification of goods based on the Harmonized
Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) 1992. However, some 800 tariff lines in the schedule used for this Review did not
correspond exactly to the HS classification. This limited somewhat the analysis of Suriname's tariff structure. According to the
authorities, Suriname is working towards incorporating into its tariff schedule the changes made the to HS in 1996 and 2002. They
indicate that this work will be finalized by the end of 2004.

*WTO document G/VAL/N/U/SUR/1, 27 January 1999.

® The checklist of issues on customs val uation appears as an annex to WTO document G/VAL/5, 13 October 1995.
® Article 16 of the Tariff Import Duties Law.

"WTO document G/PSI/N/1/Add.8, 28 September 1999.



30. Suriname'’s tariff comprises 5,291 lines at the eight-digit level. All applied rates are ad valorem. The simple average applied
MFN tariff rate as at April 2004 was 11.1% with a coefficient of variation of 0.9 (Table Ill.1). Prior to 1994, when Suriname began a
tariff-reduction programme, customs duties averaged about 35%.% The authorities indicate that Suriname does not use seasonal tariffs.

Table Ill.1
Summary analysis of Suriname's applied tariff, early 2004
Number Averag Range Standard Conetfg;:le
of lines e (%) (%) deviation (%) e
variation
Total 5,291 11.1 0-50 10.4 0.9
By WTO category
Agricultural products 914 18.6 0-50 15.7 0.8
Non-agricultural products 4,377 9.5 0-40 8.1 0.9
By product category
Live animals and products 234 20.9 0-40 15.8 0.8
Vegetable products 352 19.9 0-40 17.2 0.9
Fats and oils 63 23.3 5-40 17.0 0.7
Prepared foodstuffs; beverages,
tobacco and manufactured tobacco 283 19.3 0-50 14.2 0.7
substitutes
Mineral products 184 6.1 0-25 4.2 0.7
Chemical products 742 6.9 0-30 55 0.8
Plastics and rubber 199 8.3 0-25 5.7 0.7
Hides a_md skins, leather, furskins 67 97 5-20 70 07
and articles thereof
Wood and articles of wood 90 10.1 0-20 5.8 0.6
Pulp, paper or paperboard 136 8.9 0-25 7.3 0.8
Textile and textile articles 743 11.2 0-20 7.4 0.7
Footwear, headgear 58 16.0 0-20 6.3 0.4
Articles of stone 156 8.9 0-20 6.1 0.7
Natural or cultured pearls, precious
or semi-precious stones, precious 54 25.5 0-40 17.6 0.7
metals
Base metals and articles of base 603 79 0-30 51 0.7
metals
Mac_hlnery and mc_echamcz_al 748 75 0-30 6.2 0.8
appliances, electrical equipment
Table lll.1 (cont'd)

Transport equipment 188 10.5 0-40 10.8 1.0
Precision equipment 227 11.3 0-40 9.2 0.8
Arms and ammunition 13 18.8 5-25 8.8 0.5
Miscellaneous manufactured articles 143 15.9 0-20 6.3 0.4
Works of art, collectors’ pieces and 8 20.0 20-20 0.0 0.0
antiques

Source: WTO Secretariat calculations, based on data provided by the authorities of Suriname.

31. All imports are subject to a consent fee of 1.5%. A statistical fee of 0.5% is levied on all imports except those of bauxite
companies, which are subject to a statistical fee of 2%. These fees are assessed on the c.i.f. value of imports. They are applied to
imports from all sources, including other CARICOM members. Adding the tariff to other taxes levied exclusively on imports (excluding
those by bauxite companies), the average import duty applied in Suriname was some 13% in early 2004.

32. Tariff protection for the agriculture sector (WTO definition), is almost twice as high as the protection for the non-agricultural
sector. The average applied MFN tariff rates in the two sectors were 18.6% and 9.5%, respectively.

8 Hamilton and San A. Jong (2002).



33. Suriname's tariff schedule comprises nine bands between 0 and 50% (Chart 111.1). Almost 60% of all tariff lines carry a rate of
5%; some 20% a rate of 20%; 6% a rate of 40%; and another 6% are duty free. Products subject to the highest rates (40% and 50%)
include beverages, beer, tobacco and cigarettes, live animals, fish, eggs, honey, vegetables, fruit, coffee, cereals, precious or semi-
precious stones, and some motor vehicles.

34. Suriname's tariff schedule is based on CARICOM's common external tariff (CET). Suriname applied the last phase of the four-
phased reduction schedule of CET rates in January 2003. Under this schedule, CARICOM members committed themselves to
reducing the tariff rates applied to non-exempt industrial and agricultural goods to maximum rates of 20% and 40%, respectively.
Together, the implementation of the third and fourth phases of the CET reduction schedule resulted in a drop of around 1.5 percentage
points in Suriname's simple average applied MFN tariff. The combined revenue loss associated with the implementation of the last two
phases of the CET reduction schedule was estimated at Sf 11.5 billion or US$5.1 million. This represented some 2% of the
Government's current revenue in 2001.°

35. CARICOM members may maintain exceptions to the rates specified in the CET for certain products. Suriname maintains
restrictions under Lists A and C of CARICOM. The CET rates for products contained in List A have been suspended indefinitely,
allowing each CARICOM members to set its own, lower rates. For products contained in List C, CARICOM members may each specify
their own rates above the minimum agreed rates.
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39. The highest bound rate for non-agricultural products (40%) applies to articles of apparel and clothes accessories. The lowest
rate (0%) applies to medicaments. Other duties and charges on non-agricultural products bound during the Uruguay Round are bound
at 50%.

40. Some 30% of applied tariff lines that are bound and that correspond exactly to the HS 92 classification exceed their bindings
by between 1.5 and 30 percentage points. The products concerned include agricultural and non-agricultural products.

41. In September 2002, Suriname requested authorization to enter into negotiations to modify its binding concessions in
accordance with Article XXVIII of GATT 1994. Suriname stated that this responded to its overall objective of restructuring its economy

® Hamilton and San A. Jong (2002).



for the purpose of increasing employment opportunities, reducing poverty and ensuring food and income security. These negotiations
are yet to be completed.

(c) Tariff quotas

42. Suriname did not include any products in its Uruguay Round schedule of concessions relating to tariff quotas for agricultural
products. According to the authorities, Suriname does not apply tariff quotas to any product.

(d) Preferential tariffs

43. Suriname grants duty-free access to all imports from CARICOM, provided that they meet the criteria for CARICOM origin
(section (v)).

(iv) Other charges affecting imports

44. Based on the Law on Turnover Tax 1997, Suriname applies a turnover tax to most domestically produced and imported goods

and services. The basic rate of the tax is 10% for goods and 8% for services. A rate of 0% applies to some 50 products listed in Annex
Il of the Law.’® A rate of 25% applies to some "luxury" goods.11 In practice, all products subject to the highest rate are imported.

45. The turnover tax is levied once in the production-distribution chain, at the point of sale by the manufacturer. According to
Article 14 of the Law on Turnover Tax, the turnover tax applied to imports is assessed on the basis of the c.i.f. customs value plus all
other applicable duties and charges including customs duties.

46. Suriname also applies excise taxes on spirits, beer, non-alcoholic beverages, and cigarettes and tobacco. According to the
authorities, excise taxes apply on imported and locally produced goods alike. The applied rates are: 45% on spirits, 30% on beer, 10%
on non-alcoholic beverages, and 100% on cigarettes and tobacco. The excise tax on imports is applied on the c.i.f. customs value plus
all other duties except turnover tax.

47. A surcharge of Sf 30 on the turnover tax on fuel oil was introduced in 2000.
(v) Rules of origin
48. Suriname notified the WTO that it does not apply non-preferential rules of origin.12 It also notified that it applies the preferential

rules of origin contained in Schedule Il of the CARICOM Treaty (Rules Regarding Common Market Origin).13

49. To be considered as originating in CARICOM, goods must have been wholly produced within CARICOM or, if produced wholly
or partly from materials imported from third countries, "substantially transformed”. Substantial transformation takes place by change of
tariff heading or fulfilment of criteria such as the use of specific technical processes or components in manufacturing or minimum levels
of components and raw materials from CARICOM countries. To qualify for CARICOM origin, imports into Suriname must be
accompanied by a CARICOM certificate of origin issued by the exporting country and a CARICOM invoice.

(vi) Import prohibitions, restrictions, and licensing

50. In December 2003, Suriname notified its import licensing regime to the WTO.* It has not replied to the questionnaire on
import licensing procedures.

51. Prior to 1999, Suriname maintained a restrictive system of trade controls under the Import and Export Regulation, 1954. The
system, which established non-automatic licensing requirements for all imports into Suriname, was used to ration foreign exchange and
protect Surinamese producers. Licences were granted at the discretion of the Ministry of Trade and Industry on a per shipment basis,
and often required approval from several other government agencies.

19 These include baby food, beans, biscuits, bread, butter, cacoa powder, cheese, cold cuts, cooking gas, cooking oil, diapers,
diesel ail, disinfectants, eggs, electricity, fresh fish and meat products, fresh fruit and vegetables, margarine, garlic, matches,
medicines and medical equipment, milk and powder milk, mosquito coils, oats, peanut butter, potatoes, rice, salt, salted fish, sanitary
towels, sardines in oil or tomato sauce, school uniforms and instruction materials, soap, spices, sugar, tea, toilet paper, tomato puree,
toothpaste, wheat and wheat flour.

1 | uxury" goods are automobiles and other motor vehicles primarily intended for passenger transport with an engine
capacity exceeding 2,000 cubic centimetres and a c.i.f. value of US$25,000 or more; motorcycles;, speedboats, jet skies, yachts, and
other vessels for sport and pleasure; washing machines; video cameras; fireworks, gambling machines; television sets with screens
of more than 31 inches; satellite dishes and antennas; and weapons and ammunition.

2\WTO document G/IRO/N/24, 15 January 1999.

3 WTO document G/IRO/N/24, 15 January 1999.

“WTO document G/LIC/N/L/SUR/1, 15 December 2003.



52. In September 1999, Suriname introduced a new system of trade controls under which all products could be freely imported
unless otherwise specified in a negative list. The Law on the Movement of Goods, which entered into force in October 2003,
incorporates this approach by declaring imports of goods into Suriname free of non-tariff restrictions except to protect "public order,
public morality, state security, public safety, international law and order, the health and life of persons, animals or plants, the
environment, national artistic possessions and industrial and commercial property".15 Restrictions that ensue from technical regulations
and contingency measures may also be adopted (see sections (vii) and (viii)).

53. The Negative List Decision adopted under the Law on the Movement of Goods lists the products that are currently subject to
import restrictions, which can take the form of prohibitions, non-automatic licensing requirements, or certification requirements (Table
[11.2). All other imports are free from non-tariff restrictions, but must comply with an automatic registration requirement (see below).

54. Licensing and certification requirements are applied regardless of the origin of the goods. Licences are issued by the Ministry
of Trade and Industry, sometimes on the advice of the Ministries of Health, Natural Resources, or Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and
Fisheries. Depending on the product, certificates are issued either by a national government agency other than the Ministry of Trade
and Industry or by the country in which the product originated.

15 Article 3.2 of the Law on the Movement of Goods.



Table 111.2
Import restrictions, April 2004

Tariff
headin

a

g

Description Legal basis for restriction

Reason for
restriction

Agency
responsible for
issuing trade
permit

Prohibited goods

38.08 Pesticides contained in
the FAO negative list
38.08 Chemicals contained in
the FAO negative list
28.44 Chemical and radioactive
waste
93.01 Chemical, biological and ~ Chemical Weapons Convention

nuclear weapons,
including substances
used for the production of
these weapons
Goods obtained illegally
in their country of origin

87 Second-hand buses older
than ten years
Second-hand passenger
vehicles older than eight
years

Goods subject to licensing requirements

93.02 Firearms, including Firearms Law, 1930

explosives and

ammunition in the sense

of Article 1 of the Law on

Firearms

Fireworks

(1993)

36.04

Environmental
protection
Environmental
protection
Environmental
protection and
national
security
National
security

Public morality

Environmental
protection
Environmental
protection

National
security

National
security

Not applicable
Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable

Not applicable
Not applicable

Not applicable

Ministry of
Trade and
Industry

Ministry of
Trade and
Industry




Agency

Tariff Reason for responsible for
headin  Description Legal basis for restriction - - .

a restriction issuing trade
9 permit
30 Narcotics and Narcotics Law, 1998 Public order Ministry of
12.11 psychotropic substances  United Nations Single Convention  and health Trade and
13.02 listed in Article 3.1 of the ~ on Narcotic Drugs and the Industry
28, 29 Narcotics Law; Prevention of Drug Addiction
38 pharmaceutical products ~ (1961)

53.02 for humans, and sera United Nations Convention on
Psychotropic Substances (1971)
United Nations Convention
against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (1988)
30 Pharmaceutical products Public health Ministry of
38.08 for animals and plants Trade and
Industry
28.05 Mercury Environmental Ministry of
protection and Trade and
public health Industry
38.05 Pesticides (except those  Pesticides Law, 1972 Environmental Ministry of
included in the FAO protection and Trade and
negative list) public health Industry
28.44 Radioactive minerals Public health Ministry of
28.45 Trade and
Industry
1-5 Endangered wild animal Hunting Law, 1954 and Protection of Ministry of
96.01 species listed in Convention on International Trade  animal life Trade and
Appendix | of CITES and  in Endangered Species of Wild Industry
their products, including Fauna and Flora
eggs
2-5 Eggs, skins and hides, Hunting Law, 1954 Protection of Ministry of
41-43 and other products of animal life Trade and
endangered species Industry
Animals, their parts and Protection of Ministry of
products animal life Trade and
Industry
40.12 Second-hand tyres Environmental Ministry of
protection Trade and
Industry
Table 1I.2 (cont'd)
29.03 Equipment containing Environmental Ministry of
polychlorobiphenyl (PCB) protection Trade and
and polychloroterphenyl Industry
(PCT)
06.02 Seeds, propagating Plant Protection Ordinance, 1965 Protection of Ministry of
5-8 material, humus, and raw human and Trade and
10, 12 soll plant health Industry
25
87 Second-hand Environmental Ministry of
motorcycles or scooters protection Trade and
older than three years Industry
Goods subject to certification requirements
21.02 Micro-organisms Protection of Ministry of
30.02 (bacteria, yeast, and public health Public Health
mold)
23 Waste, except chemical Environmental
and radioactive waste protection
29.03 Products containing Montreal Protocol on Substances Environmental Ministry of
cholorofluorocarbons that Deplete the Ozone Layer protection Labour,

(CFCs)

(1987)

Technological
Development
and
Environment




. Agency
Tariff .
. . . . Reason for responsible for
headin  Description Legal basis for restriction - - .
a restriction issuing trade
9 permit
Plants Plant Protection Ordinance, 1965 Protection of Certification
and International Plant Protection human and from the
Convention (1951) plant health country of
origin
63.05 Second-hand empty bags Plant Protection Ordinance, 1965 Fumigation
or sacks used for packing certificate
goods from country
of origin
Not available.
a In the context of this Review, the authorities indicated that they were working on a new list with the detailed tariff headings that
correspond to the goods subject to prohibitions, licensing, and certification.
Source: Negative List Decision.
55. Importers are eligible for a licence as long as they fulfil the relevant requirements. Applications for licences must be submitted

to the Import, Export, and Foreign Exchange Control Department of the Ministry of Trade and Industry, which must process the licence
within 15 days. The authorities indicated that in practice, licences for which the Ministry of Trade and Industry does not need to seek
the advice of another government agency are issued in one or two days. Licences are valid for three months and are not transferable.

56. A licence may be issued with conditions attached. Whenever a licence is denied, the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of
Trade and Industry must notify the applicant of the reasons for the denial. The applicant may lodge a written objection with the
Permanent Secretary. If the applicant is not satisfied with the response of the Permanent Secretary, the applicant may lodge an appeal
with the Minister, whose decision can be appealed before the President. The Minister and President each have one month to reach
their decisions. The authorities indicate that 5,820 licences were requested and 5,794 licences were issued over the period 2002-03.

57. A licence may be revoked if the data provided in the application are found to be incorrect or incomplete. A licence may also be
revoked if the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Trade and Industry finds that there is "serious cause thereto".*® The legislation to
implement the latter provision has yet to be adopted. Revocations must be notified in writing to the applicant and must be
substantiated. According to the authorities, 12 licences were revoked in 2002-03. They also indicated that there are no restrictions

regarding the non-utilization of licences, and none of the products under import licensing or certification is subject to quotas.

58. Imports (and exports) that are not subject to licensing or certification must be registered with the Ministry of Trade and
Industry.17 This is done by obtaining a stamp on the customs documentation from the Ministry of Trade and Industry in Paramaribo.
The authorities indicate that this is an automatic registration requirement maintained for data collection purposes. According to private
sector representatives, this requirement results in significant delays.

59. In addition to the licensing requirement with regard to the right to import a product, the import licensing regime applied prior to
1999 involved a separate licensing requirement to obtain the right to make a foreign currency payment in relation to the import. This
latter requirement, imposed under the authority of the Foreign Exchange Law of 1947, was abolished on 1 September 1999."°

(vii) Contingency measures
(@) Anti-dumping and countervailing measures

60. Suriname has never applied anti-dumping or countervailing duties. In 1995, Suriname notified that it did not have legislation in
these areas.'® In the context of its notification, Suriname received and answered questions from two delegations.”

61. The Law on the Movement of Goods contains a reference to the imposition of anti-dumping measures on the import of a good,
"if the import thereof would gravely harm an existing business sector or slow down the starting up of a new business sector".”* The Law
does not define the measures that may be imposed, but requires that anti-dumping measures be lifted gradually and "proportionally to

16 Article 9.8 of the Law on the Movement of Goods.

¥ Article 3 of the Negative List Decision.

18 Decision AB 207.

¥ WTO document G/ADP/N/L/SUR/1, 4 October 1995.

2 The questions addressed to Suriname are contained in WTO documents G/ADP/W/178-G/SCM/W/185 and
G/ADP/W/202-G/SCM/W/209; the answers appear in document G/ADP/QL/SUR/1-G/SCM/Q1/SUR/1, 22 September 2000.

2 Article 6.1 of the Law on the Movement of Goods.






